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VIRGINIA FIRE PREVENTION ASSOCIATION
Dear Fellow VFPA Members:
As you have likely heard by now, the Virginia Fire Prevention Association is
celebrating its 50th Anniversary this year. A lot of things have changed in
those fifty years. Even amongst the oldest of us, we cannot imagine doing
our jobs effectively without computers, cell phones, and vehicles equipped
with all sorts of gadgets to help us get through days that are largely spent
out amongst our public instead of in the office.
During the Spring Conference, several of us were digging through old documents and correspondence amongst the early members. We came across
documents that had literally been cut (with scissors) and pasted (with glue)
in order to run off copies (with duplicating machines) for their annual conferences. Conference planning involved a lot of letters sent by mail, longdistance telephone calls, and significant travel time. In reading their correspondence, I couldn’t help but marvel at the incredible amount of work put
into developing our organization and those early conferences.
I already held great admiration for many of these folks as most were still around when I was very young and
new to the fire prevention community. Men such as Howard Summers, who believed in me enough to hire me
and promote me into a challenging position with the State Fire Marshal’s Office. Even after retirement, Howard
was active in VFPA, encouraging and mentoring those of us who were still in the early stages of our careers.
Reading through their documents confirmed to me how passionate they were in developing an organization
dedicated to training, and further development of, professional fire marshals and fire prevention minded specialists. It was an inspiring experience.
It is with this inspiration that I begin a second year as your president. It is my hope and goal that your current
officers can carry on with this great passion and legacy. I hope you will also reflect on people who have mentored and inspired you in the past. Use the lessons you learned and pass them on to those both in your own
jurisdiction and our VFPA to pass on wisdom and support for our future fire safety leaders. Our founding VFPA
members were counting on it!

Elaine B. Gall , VFPA President
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VFPA Celebrates 50 Years of Dedicated Service!
In the spring of 1968, in conjunction with the annual meeting of the Virginia Safety Association, a group of
state and local fire marshals/inspectors met to discuss the feasibility of forming an organization of those involved in enforcing and developing

fire safety regulations. Those in

attendance agreed that such an

organization would be beneficial.

Several committees were appoint-

ed to begin the organizational de-

velopment needed to get started.

A second meeting was held in

1968 at which the constitution and

by-laws were adopted. The Associ-

ation has been active in promoting

state and local codes and regula-

tions developed to provide safety

to life and property from the haz-

ards of fire. Such codes and regu-

lations generally mirror national

codes and standards. In 1996, the

Association felt it would be appro-

priate to become involved in the

development at the national level.

To accomplish this the Association applied to the Building Officials and Code Administrators International,
Inc. (BOCA) for affiliation as a chapter. On March 24, 1997, the Association’s application was approved by
the BOCA Board, and the Association was accepted as Chapter #67.
Today, VFPA remains involved in the code development at the state, local and national levels. Working
along side stakeholders from Virginia's Fire Service and Code Enforcement Communities, VFPA works to
create and implement the Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code. VPFA also actively participates in the
ICC process as a member of ICC Region 7. VFPA also serves as a chapter of International Fire Marshals
Association through the National Fire Prevention Association.
VFPA also remains committed in providing training and networking opportunities to Virginia’s Fire Prevention
and Code Enforcement personnel by offering highly diverse training opportunities through the annual Spring
and Fall Training Conferences and satellite training events .
The VFPA wishes to express our sincerest gratitude to our membership for your dedicated support to the
mission of the organization. We would be remised if we did not give a huge “THANK YOU” to the pastleadership and life members for their hard work in providing a “road map” for our success in supporting Virginia’s Fire Service and Code Enforcement Communities.
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2018 Spring Training Conference and
Annual Meeting
The 2018 Spring Training Conference and Annual Meeting was
held in Virginia Beach, Virginia on
May 21st—23rd. This 2 1/2 day
training event was attended by a
staggering 143 code enforcement
personnel. The event offered attendees multiple learning and networking opportunities through a
two track course offering.
Attendees were able to select from a
technical track or a management
track to fulfill their training needs.
The Annual Membership Meeting was held in conjunction with the 2018 Spring Training Conference and offered several reports from stakeholder groups, VFPA Leadership and the Annual Election of Executive Officers to the Board of Directors. The results of the elections are as follows:
President Elaine Gall, First Vice President Ernest Little, Second Vice President Jeremy Luttrell,
Secretary Gerry Maiatico, Treasurer Shawn Maddox, Delegate Linda Hale and Delegate Jimmy
Csizmadia.
There have been no changes to the Regional Representatives to the Board of Directors.
Special Thanks VFPA Training Committee all all those in attendance for another great conference.
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VFPA Legislative / Code Update
The VFPA Legislative and Code Committee found itself working overtime (just not getting paid the
overtime rate!) this past legislative session. Many bills were presented before the House and Senate that not only directly effected the fire and EMS community, but also the world of fire and building
related code enforcement. VFPA took many positions and attempted to communicate either the
negative or positive impact on the code enforcement community should these bills move forward. While successful in some attempts, others did not prove fruitful.
This past Spring, the 2015 edition of the Statewide Fire Prevention Code (SFPC) was published in
the Virginia Register (April 30, 2018). This marked the beginning of the final action phase, and the
beginning of a 60-day final adoption period. VFPA has worked with our fire and EMS stakeholders
to identify potential concerns in this process. These concerns have been listed on the homepage of
our website for your review.
VFPA has submitted a petition with 106 signatures to the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall. The Virginia Fire Chief Association and several other fire service stakeholder groups have also submitted information in the Town Hall Process. In order to review our petition and add your comments, visit the
“Public Comment Forums” page that addresses the Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code [13
VAC 5 - 51]. This page allows you to view existing comments and add new comments. Comments
can be reviewed and made here: http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/comments.cfm?stageid=8098.
And as the 60 day comment period for the final regulations has come to a close, it is expected that
staff at the Department of Housing and Community Development will be placing the regulations into
a suspended status after receiving the required 25 names for the Statewide Fire Prevention Code
Re-Write proposed code changes to be re-evaluated. This discussion is expected to occur at the
next Board of Housing and Community Development meeting on July 30, 2018 at 10 am (Rescheduled from July 16, 2018). The meeting location is DHCD at 4224 Cox Rd., Glen Allen,
VA. The date when a full discussion should occur is September 7, 2018 (rescheduled from September 17, 2018) at 10 am at the same location. The VFPA legislative committee would encourage all
to participate and attend these two meeting dates, with the September 7 meeting taking priority. There is a public comment period at the beginning of both meetings for those willing to speak on
why the re-write process should be continued.
For more detailed information on this process, visit www.vfpa.org.
(Continued on page 5)
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The Building Codes were officially suspended June 6, 2018, for additions and deletions to what are
currently subsections 103 and 115 of the 2012 USBC. The changes may be found in Volume 34,
Issue 18 (Publication Date: 4/30/2018 Volume: 34 Issue: 18) of the published Virginia Register of
Regulations under 13VAC5-63-470D and 13VAC5-63-485. The Virginia Register of Regulation’s will
be published on 6/25/18 and a 30 day public comment forum will be opened at that time. These proposed regulations address: change of occupancy, maintenance of non-required components and systems, who is responsible to maintain buildings, systems and components, and required violation actions. Some of the changes could have an impact on fire suppression systems.
Additionally, after a 2014 mulch fire at an apartment complex that caused more than $1 million in damages, the city of Harrisonburg passed an ordinance requiring any
combustible landscaping material, including mulch or wood chips,
to be removed at least 18 inches away from a building. The ordinance was opposed by business owners, who said it would impose financial and operational hardships. After the General Assembly passed a bill that would have invalidated the ordinance,
the city reworked it to prohibit reapplying mulch or other flammable materials. The current Harrisonburg ordinance was upheld in a
court decision.
Two bills were proposed in the House and Senate this
past session which would allow any previously existing
apartment, condominium, business, school, or hotel to
continue to add mulch to an existing landcover, regardless
of how close it is to a building. The bills would not affect
single family or two-family homes.
We are pleased that the Governor has vetoed these bills
and showing his support and dedication to the safety of the citizens of the Commonwealth!
(Pictured: A Loudoun County car dealership and a Fairfax County bank are the latest victims in the
improper discarding smoking materials/combustible landscape materials saga after a cigarette ignites
mulch which spreads to these buildings.)

Your Presence is Requested!
September 7, 2018 at 10:00am
(rescheduled from September 17, 2018)
Department of Housing and Community
Development
4224 Cox Rd., Glen Allen, VA.
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VFPA Welcomes Bonnie Atwood — Tall Poppies Consulting
The VFPA Legislative Sub-Committee is excited to announce that
we have now contracted with Bonnie Atwood, J.D., of Tall Poppies Consulting, to provide year around lobbying services.
Ms. Atwood has served 20 years as a professional lobbyist at the
Virginia General Assembly. She first became acquainted with fire
service issues when she worked as an award-winning fire reporter for a daily newspaper in Northern Virginia. In 1996, she
earned a law degree from the University Of Richmond School Of
Law, with her first Virginia General Assembly Session being in
1998 when she became an associate with David Bailey Associates. She was registered to represent a number of clients, some
as team leader, some as assistant to David and the other associates. When ready, she took the lead for some of their clients. In
2008, she formed her own business, Tall Poppies Consulting, but
remains committed to working with David Bailey. Her background in communications is a strong
asset for her skills as a lobbyist and that was evident throughout her interview with the Legislative
Sub-committee. David Bailey is a well-known seasoned lobbyist and will be assisting Ms. Atwood as
our lobbyist consultant.
Ms. Atwood maintains professional writing skills that VFPA is certain to find useful and is a two time
published freelance writer found in the Spring 2018 edition of the Virginia Capitol Connections Quarterly magazine. It is easy to see her passion, vigor, and positive bi-partisan philosophies through
her writings and conversations.
Ms. Atwood has an expectation that as her clients; we will be present, part of the decision making
process, and willing to put the energy and time into our legislative efforts. The legislative SubCommittee will be spending the summer months working with Ms. Atwood to bring her up to speed
on the our history, issues, and introducing her to our fire service partners. VFPA will also be laying
out a plan to disseminate talking points for members to begin speaking with their delegates with regards to VFPA concerns in the 2019 General Assembly.
Please join us in welcoming Bonnie Atwood to the VFPA.

VFPA Attends the Congressional Fire Services Dinner
On April 18-19, 2018, the Congressional Fire Services Institute (CFSI) hosted the 30th Annual National Fire and Emergency Services Symposium and
Dinner in Washington, DC. This annual gathering was expected to draw over
1,500 fire and emergency services leaders from across the country. Region
7 Representative to the VFPA Board, Michael Osborne attended this event
on behalf of the VFPA. This year’s theme was “Engaging Future Leaders.”
“To maintain our strength and active presence in Washington, DC, we must
encourage future leaders to step forward and learn how they can contribute
their talents and expertise to our mission”.
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Chief Hale Receives Presidents Award
At the 2018 Spring Training Conference, President Elaine Gall
awarded Linda M. Hale with the 2018 VFPA Presidents Award.
This award is typically presented to a member of the VFPA who
works above and beyond the expectations of the organization to
support the mission of the VFPA and Commonwealths Fire Service and Code Enforcement Communities.
Linda currently serves as the Chief Fire Marshal for the Loudoun
County Fire Marshals Office and serves on the Executive Board
of Directors of the VFPA as a Delegate At-large and the Chair of
the VFPA Legislative Committee.
Over the last several years, Chief Hale has become a fixture in
Richmond for the legislative sessions of the House and Senate.
Chief Hale works along side the Virginia Fire Service Stakeholder Groups to ensure the mission of the VFPA and interest of the
Fire Service and Code Enforcement Communities are upheld in
these processes.
Chief Hale has also served the VFPA as a Subject Matter Expert
to the Virginia Fire Marshal Academy Fire Inspector—1031 Program. Chief Hale has also worked alongside the Virginia Fire
Chief Association in developing a positional paper on the Emergency Egress Plan for School
Shootings.

ICC Recognizes VFPA for 50 Years of Service
At the 2018 Annual Meeting, Mr. Rob Neal, ICC Vice President of Fire Service Activities presented
VFPA with a certificate of appreciation in recognition of 50 years of service. Special thanks to Mr.
Neal and the ICC for their continued support of the Virginia Fire Prevention Association.
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Ernie Little Appointed to the Virginia Fire Services Board
The Virginia Fire Prevention Association is pleased to welcome Ernest "Ernie"
Little as the VFPA Representative to the Virginia Department of Fire Programs/
Virginia Fire Services Board.
Governor Terry McAuliffe announced Ernie's appointment to his administration on
January 12, 2018 in a media release. The release states "the appointees will join
McAuliffe’s Administration focused on finding common ground with members of
both parties on issues that will build a new Virginia economy and create more
jobs across the Commonwealth."
Ernie has served the Commonwealth’s Fire Service for over 47 years, starting as a volunteer member of the Sterling Fire Department. Ernie became a paid member of the Prince William County Fire and Rescue Department in
1974. Serving Prince William for 38 years, Ernie retired at the rank of Battalion Chief. Taking only 16 months off,
Ernie returned to work as Plans Examiner for the Prince William County Fire Marshal’s Office and continues to
serve the department today.
Ernie joined the VFPA in 1975 and served the Board of Director’s as secretary and long-term treasurer. Due to
his dedication and support of the VFPA, Ernie was granted "Life Membership" in May of 2015 and was again
recognized this past October for his dedication and support to the organization. Ernie has been involved in the
development and delivery of the VDFP/VFMA Fire Inspector Program and has instructed various fire inspection
and plans review programs across the Commonwealth. We wish Ernie the best of luck and know he will represent the VFPA and its membership well!

VFMA Joins Local Department to Offer
Local Training Options
VFPA has joined with the Kings George Fire/Rescue Department to offer a course in the Code and
Legislative Considerations for Active Shooter and Hostile Event Planning on Friday, July 20th.

VFPA has also joined with the NOVA Fire Chief and Fire Marshal Groups to host a ICC Commercial Fire Plans Reviews Couse on July 25th and July 26th.

To learn more about these upcoming training opportunities,
visit: www.vfpa.org/events.
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VFPA Works to Address School Safety Concerns
Upcoming Meetings of Interest
The Virginia Fire Prevention Association has been working to address the safety concerns of the ongoing
threat of active shooter/hostile events in educational facilities. After the Parkland, FL school shooting event
utilized the fire alarm system as a means to distract and gain access to the student population; localities
across the US have developed and implemented “knee jerk” reactions. These reactions threaten the long
standing fire safety standards that protect our youth from the dangers of fire.
At the 2018 Spring Training Conference, VFPA Board Members Gerry Maiatico and Linda Hale presented a
4 hour training program on the “Fire Code and Legislative Consideration for Active Shooter and Hostile
Event Planning”. As a result of this program, the VFPA Legislative and Code Development Committee has
established a workgroup as a means to examine the appropriate mechanisms to be implemented across
Virginia that have positive impacts on the safety and security of the youth and staff in educational facilities
without ignoring the threat of fire.
VFPA has been joined by the Virginia Fire Chief Association and the Office of the State Fire Marshal whom
have issued positional papers on these very issues.

2018 Sound the Alarm Summit Announced
The Virginia Fire Chief Association has announced the 2018 Sound the
Alarm Summit to take place in September 17, 2018 at the Thomas
Fulghum Conference Center in Midlothian, VA.
This summit will combine the “Sound the Alarm” Summit and the fire
code official conference into one combined event. The intent will be to
host an annual event that is inclusive of all fire code officials, fire marshals, fire investigators, fire inspectors and fire educators to discuss
concerns and events affecting fire safety and fire prevention in Virginia.
For more information on this event, visit www.vfca.us.

VFPA Attends Virginia Fire and Rescue Conference
Members of the VFPA Board of Directors attended the 2018
Virginia Fire and Rescue Conference held in Virginia Beach.
Not only did these members attend the awesome training
events on behalf of their department, they were also on-hand
to promote the VFPA and communicate the significant roles
the VFPA plays in the code development, training and enforcement process and the benefits of membership.
Are you interested in joining the VFPA? If so, contact your
Regional Representative or visit us online at www.vfpa.org.
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VFPA Blast from the Past!

To View this July, 1972 Edition of the VFPA Newsletter, visit www.vfpa.org.
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Mr. Glenn A. Dean Awarded VFPA Life Membership
At the 2018 Annual Membership Meeting, the membership of the VFPA unanimously awarded Mr. Glenn A.
Dean with the Life Membership status of the Virginia Fire
Prevention Association.
Glenn started his fire and EMS career in 1969 as a volunteer firefighter with the Hook and Ladder Company
#1, Lynbrook, NY. Moving to Virginia, Glenn joined the
Petersburg Fire Department in 1970. Glenn served the
City of Petersburg for 17 years in various positions to
include firefighter, Captain, Assistant Chief and Assistant
Fire Marshal. Glenn claims he “fought fire and fought
the administration” through his role as Union President
of IAFF Local 2773.
Glenn joined the Virginia State Fire Marshal’s Office in
1987 where he served “many different titles depending
on the administration” with the ultimate responsibility as
the Deputy State Fire Marshal. During his 30 year tenure at the State Fire Marshal’s Office, he facilitated development of SFPC, training of fire inspectors
on code’s provisions and fire safety aspects of USBC, represent the Commonwealth on national and
regional assignments, model code development and standards as member of BOCA’s and ICC’s
code development committees, training committees, a host of BOCA and ICC exam development
committees (Chairman of ICC Fire Exam development by example) principal point of contact for
SFMO programs on explosives, fireworks (Chairman of NFPA pyrotechnics committee) and RCIP,
represent SFMO in state code adoption process; along with other duties as assigned or forgotten
(there are too many to list).
Retiring in late 2016, most people like Glenn would enjoy the blessing of his wife, son, 4 daughters,
8 grandchildren (with a 9th on the way). Instead, Glenn joined the Chesterfield Fire Marshal’s Office
as a volunteer Assistant Fire Marshal and remains a staple at code development and fire service
meetings.
Glenn has been a long-term member of the Virginia Fire Prevention Association and has been instrumental in the code development processes. Glenn has and will continue to remain a true asset
to the Virginia Fire Prevention Association. Glenn will receive his certification of award at the 2018
Fall Training Conference.
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Fire Code Fails

Left: Don’t forget, inspecting the outside of the occupancy is just as important as the inside!
Right: How many violations and/or hazards can you
identify in this one picture?

2018 ICC Annual Conference Comment Hearings
VFPA representatives have been working with the ICC Planning
Committee for the 2018 International Code Council Annual Conference and Group A Public Comment Hearings which are being
held in Richmond, Virginia. The VFPA encourages its membership to take an active role in the code development process.
Whether you are a code official, architect, engineer, contractor,
PMG or fire safety professional, your participation is vital in helping to develop model codes and standards used in the design,
build and compliance process to construct safe, sustainable,
affordable and resilient structures. For more information, visit
www.iccsafe.org.
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SFMO/VFMA Update
Virginia Fire Fatalities—2018
To date, there have been 34 fatalities for 2018; during this same time, there were a total of 21 fatalities in 2017, and 35 fatalities in 2016.

VFMA Graduates 1031-Fire Inspector Programs
The Virginia Fire Marshal Academy recently graduated two Fire
Inspector Level I/II Programs.
55 students from across the commonwealth completed this intense 3 week program to become Certified fire inspectors which
was held in Prince William and Albemarle Counties.
Good luck to these future code enforcement professionals!

Fire Inspector 1031 SME Group Continues Work
Members of the Subject Matter Expert Work Group for the VDFP/VFMA Fire Inspector Level 1 and 2 class
have been working diligently to create solutions to address the noted deficiencies in the program content,
delivery and testing processes.
Currently, the SME group has developed 13 key objectives for the creation of a bridge program. This program is slated to help reduce the impact of pre-certified inspectors seeking to gain reciprocity in the VFMA
Inspector Program.
At the direction of Director Reilly, the SME group met and worked on the written testing instrument with two
primary goals: 1: Meet the NFPA 1031 JPR's and 2: develope questions that mirror the written text utilized in
the program. The SME workgroup was able to utilize the Fire Prevention Inspection & Code Enforcement
test bank as a resource material to develop a testing instrument that better mirrored the program that was
being delivered to the students. This process also provided the flexibility to include "Virginia specific" questions in the testing instrument. This process was implemented on the most recent school held in Albemarle
County. This testing instrument is currently under review to achieve the ProBoard and IFSAC Accreditation.
VFPA Executive Board Members Linda Hale, Ernie Little and Gerry Maiatico serve along side Robin Preece,
Rodney Ferguson, Joe Boisseau, Charles Chapin, Bill Lloyd and members of VDFP and DHCD staff in this
workgroup.

Do you have news to share?
Submit it to VFPA News by email to vfpasecretary@vfpa.org.
All content subject to edit in order to meet the space limitations of VFPA
News; items submitted will be utilized at the discretion of the VFPA.
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DHCD Update
The Department of Housing and Community Development’s Division
of Building and Fire Regulations is pleased to report that 2017 was
successful, and that 2018 has started productively. With the 2015 code cycle nearing completion, we are expecting continued growth in the coming year and look forward to continuing to collaborate with all stakeholders in order to promote and provide the Commonwealth
of Virginia with a safe, efficient and economically built environment.
We are sad to report that Robert J. Allen, CBO, resigned as chairman of the
State Building Code Technical Review Board (TRB) after 21 years of dedicated service. His guidance has been invaluable and he will truly be missed.
Our newest additions to the TRB are Richard C. Witt and
Kenneth Payne. Their years of knowledge and experience
will be valuable to our collective in the years to come.
Our continued partnership with agencies, such as the
VFPA, helps to achieve our vision of providing the wellmade and affordable houses and buildings that our citizens
deserve.
Here is some of the progress made
in 2017:


A new three-day training curriculum for elevator inspections;



A new amusement device mentoring program;



First Annual Blueprint for the Future Competition.

VBCOA Announces 2018 Annual School and Conference
Registration is now open for the VBCOA 2018 Annual
School and Conference which will be held at
the Williamsburg Lodge located in Williamsburg, VA on
September 16-18. Register now or learn more by visiting www.vbcoa.org.
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VFPA Announces Dates for Fall Conference
2018 Fall Training Conference
October 15th and 16th
Wytheville, VA
Full conference details and event schedule will be emailed to our membership
and posted on our social media pages
and website located at www.vfpa.org.

2017 Fall Conference a Success!
The 2017 Fall Training Conference held on October 22nd and 23rd in Wytheville, VA brought a diverse training program to the southwest region of the Commonwealth. Attendees participated in
hands-on learning activities on water based fire protection systems, received information on legal
updates, legislative concerns, stakeholder reports, and much more! If you have not made your
plans to attend this dynamic event, do so today! You don’t want to miss out.

“Serving Virginia’s Fire Service and Code Enforcement Communities Since 1968”

Overview

The Virginia Fire Prevention Association is a group of state and local fire marshals, fire officials, fire inspectors, fire investigators, firefighters, building officials, building inspectors and other interested persons involved in enforcing and
developing fire safety regulations. The Association has been active in promoting State and Local codes and regulations developed to provide safety to life
and property from the hazards of fire.

Our Mission

Who are we?

To promote the development and improvement of the art and science of fire
prevention and inspection, and the enforcement of the various fire prevention
laws and codes of the Commonwealth of Virginia and the political subdivisions
thereof.

Primary Business Address:
PO BOX 504
Bristow, VA 20136
Email: vfpaboard@vfpa.org

To promote and maintain a high professional standing among its members.
To foster, maintain and continue educational advancements for and among its
members.
To provide a media for the discussion and exchange of information concerning
the methods, techniques, interpretations and problems related to fire prevention.

VFPA FEATURED MEMBER
The Salem Fire & EMS Department has announced that effective July
1, 2018; Captain Mike Perdue has be promoted to the rank of Battalion Chief - Fire Marshal. Chief Perdue is a 23 year veteran of the department and has served as the Interim Fire Marshal for the past year.
Chief Perdue currently serves as the Region 6 Chair to the VFPA
Board of Directors.
We would like to congratulate Battalion Chief Perdue and wish him
the best of luck in his new position!

Special Thanks to Fire Chief Richard E. Mabie for supporting this edition of VFPA News!

